Discussing coronary artery surgery with the patient.
Family physicians should be able to educate and advise their patients about coronary artery bypass surgery. In suitable candidates, coronary artery bypass surgery is indicated for relief of refractory symptoms and improvement of survival. The ultimate decision about surgery must be made by the patient. Information is often sought concerning the use of a saphenous vein, the pump-oxygenator, the sternal splitting incision and the postoperative period.